The book contains twelve chapters. The first chapter covers Darwin's life and accomplishments, the second discusses his marriage to Emma, and the remaining ten chapters offer biographical sketches for each of his ten children, providing details about each child's character, development, education, health, and accomplishments. Each biography is prefaced with a description of Darwin's research and writings at the time of the child's birth and continues to interweave important events in Darwin's life. For example, in the necessarily short biography of Charles Waring Darwin, the tenth child, who lived only two years, we learn that the child's short life coincided with Darwin's receiving his first communications from Alfred Russel Wallace, finally forcing him to publish his ideas on evolution. Thus interspersed with a description of the sadness he and his wife felt at the death of Charles in 1858 is a description of Darwin's reaction to Wallace's letters and manuscript, his moral quandaries about how to publish honorably, and how On the Origin of Species was received by scientists and others upon its publication in 1859. In an epilogue, Berra summarizes the Darwin children's accomplishments and the part that Charles and Emma played in them.
The lives and accomplishments of Darwin's children are fascinating. The five surviving sons all went on to important careers in diverse fields in their own right (and, one feels after reading this book, not just because their surname was Darwin). William became a successful banker and helped manage the financial affairs of the family; George was a mathematician and Professor of Astronomy at Cambridge University, became a world authority on tides, and published widely in geophysics; Francis was an active plant physiologist who studied stomatal functions; Leonard was a military engineer who later in life became active as an economist, politician, and eugenicist; and Horace was a civil engineer who founded and directed the Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company. It is a reflection of Darwin's encouragement and wisdom in interacting with his sons-starting with his involvement of the children in his work, his choice of schools for his sons, and providing them with opportunities and encouragement at various times when they appeared at loose ends-that they were able to accomplish so much. Darwin's two surviving daughters, who were not likely to have careers during these Victorian times, still contributed in various ways to the family and, in the case of Henrietta, were instrumental in editing many of Darwin's works.
The book is small and well-written. It contains handy appendices and graphic material that make it a useful reference for anyone who wants to keep Darwin's timeline and numerous interactions clear. Among the additional material included are a family tree (inside cover), a timeline (Appendix 1), an alphabetical "Cast of Characters" listing the numerous people who Darwin and his family interacted with (Appendix 2), references, and an index. The book also includes numerous photographs and illustrations.
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